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IN MEMORIAM
The Selectboard dedicates its 2004 Annual Report to Oscar J. Makinen who
was an integral pail of Charlestown's town affairs for Over 25 years. I rom
the time he moved to town in 1966 to his relocation to Walpole in 2003. his
life revolved around politics. During his first term as Selectman in the early
70's, he .spent many a night huddled near the pot-bellied woodstove in the ( )ld
Town Hall working on various town projects. He often told of the "drive by"
method of assessing used back in those years.
Nut onl) did ( >scar volunteer himself for numerous positions needed to run
the town, he had a knack for convincing others to do so as well. On more
than one occasion, he actual!) paid the $1.00 tiling lee for a candidate
knowing full well that he could persuade his handpicked individual to come
around to his way of thinking.
Computers and Oscar Makinen were synonymous. Never did you see the
man without his IBM cards readily available in his shirt pocket. Over the
years, he assisted just about even department with its computer needs.
Whenever the town offices needed to upgrade computers, Oscar was there to
write the specifications for the new equipment. The older models would be
relocated to other departments such as highway and ambulance, where Oscar
would set up useful applications for those areas. He created the fust
computer generated checklist and ambulance-billing svstem.
( >scar's sense of fairness was the impetus that led the Water and Sewer
Commissioners to arrange the installation of the first water meters back in the
earl) l L)80"s. Oscar's ingenuity made it possible for the Town of
Charlestown to purchase hundreds of used meters from the city of Keene.
Besides serving as Selectman/Water and Sewer Commissioner, Oscar also
volunteered his time and talent to the Planning Board, finance Committee.
Conservation Commission. Zoning Board of Adjustment and Zoning and
Planning Regulation Committee. In 1977 he was appointed the first Building
Inspector and Zoning Administrator of Charlestown. In 2004. w e bid farewell
to Oscar .1. Makinen. whose community mindedness and government
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REPORT OF THE SELECTBOARD
Once again, construction activity has been a major focus of the
Selectboard's attention in 2004. With the major water &• sewer project
behind us, the Selectboard turned its attention to other infrastructure needs
including highways, the transfer station, and municipal office space as well
as some additional water system improvements. The repaving of South
Hemlock Road was accomplished using a new asphalt injection process for
the first time. So far the results have been promising and we look forward to
using this process on other Town roads. The Board was disappointed with
the bid results on the Fling Road bridge/sewer project, which came in well
over budget, exceeding $360,000. As a result the Board is investigating
other less expensive alternatives including "slip lining" the existing culvert
which can be accomplished for less than $100,000. While there are still
some hurdles associated with this approach, we are hopeful that the project
can be completed in 2005.
A new building was completed at the transfer station and, with the extension
of water and sewer lines into the facility, our transfer station employees now
have a real bathroom with hot and cold running water for the first time; not
exactly a luxury considering the environment they must work in. The main
roadway through the facility was also paved and as a result, we expect a
much less difficult "mud season" this spring.
We have made some progress in renovating the Bakery Building for use as
the Selectboard' s office. A new handicap access ramp has been constructed
and we are working on other improvements including accessible bathrooms,
necessary wiring and replacement of the ceiling, which is in very poor
condition. Additional funds are being sought for this work in Warrant
Article 8 and we ask the voters' continued support for this project. We hope
to make the move before the end of 2005.
New water pump stations have been constructed at the foot of Stevens Street
and on Salt Shed Road. These two projects, along with the aforementioned
extension of water and sewer lines into the transfer station, were
accomplished "in-house" by the Water & Wastewater Department. Hats off
to Superintendent Dave Duquette and his crew who saved the Town a
significant sum of money by accomplishing these projects without the use of
outside contractors, except for the necessary electrical work. Another pump
station is budgeted for 2005.
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The Board wishes to acknowledge the work of two other employees this
year. First, we welcome Keith Weed as our new Highway Superintendent.
Keith came to us from Claremont last spring, bringing a wealth of
knowledge and experience in all facets of highway maintenance and
construction. He has worked well with the Selectboard, the Highway
Advisory Board and his crew in developing new approaches to meeting our
highway needs.
We also want to give special recognition to our Office Manager, Pat Royce,
who celebrated her 25 th anniversary with the Town in 2004. Pat is the
driving force that keeps the Town's administrative operations running
smoothly. Without her dedication and tireless effort we would be truly lost.
The 2005 proposed total budget package, including all recommended
warrant articles, is up slightly more than 5 percent over last year. The
Finance Committee and the Selectboard worked for many weeks to make
this budget as frugal as possible, but it is almost impossible to develop a
budget with no increases, as the costs of electricity, insurance, fuel, and
maintenance climb every year.
One budget related issue that the Selectboard is deeply concerned about is
the petitioned Warrant Article #15 to create a formal Budget Committee.
The Selectboard strongly opposes such a radical change to our time tested
budget process for several reasons. First and foremost, it would take a
significant amount of budget authority out of the hands of the voters
themselves. Furthermore, we feel that the Selectboard, with its intimate
knowledge of the Town's day-to-day operations, coupled with the valued
input of our advisory Finance Committee, is in a far better position to
prepare a realistic budget than a large group of volunteers meeting for just a
few weeks at the end of each year. We believe that this ill-advised proposal
should be defeated.
In closing, we send our thoughts and good wishes to all with family or
friends serving in the military. These brave men and women deserve our
utmost gratitude and support during these difficult times.
Finally we thank our Town employees, the many volunteer members of the
Town's various boards and committees, the many community service
organizations and the citizens themselves that help to make Charlestown a
wonderful place to live, work and raise a family.
OFFICIAL OFFICE HOURS/MEETING DATES
SELECTMEN'S OFFICE
Weekdays: 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., except holidays Tel. 826-4400
MEETINGS: first and third Wednesday, 7:00 P.M. Fax 826-5 1 8 1
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR'S OFFICE
Monday: 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and 1:30 to 6:00 P.M. Tel. 826-5821
Tuesday through Friday: 8:00 A.M. to 1 :00 P.M. and
1:30 to 4:00 P.M., except holidays
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Monday and Wednesday: 4:30 to 6:00 P.M. Tel. 826-4400
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30 A.M. to 1 :00 P.M. Tel. 826-5266
Other days on-cal 1
:
1 -800-894-8400
PLANNING BOARD OFFICE (Bakery Building, downstairs)
Monday through Friday - 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Tel. 826-5368
MEETINGS: first and third Tuesday, 7:00 P.M. Fax 826-3709
TRANSFER STATION
Tuesday & Friday: 7:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Tel. 826-3201
Wednesday: 12:00 noon to 6: 00 P.M.
Saturday: 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Third Monday of each month: 7:00 P.M.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
First Tuesday of each month: 7:00 P.M., Town Hall
All meetings are held in the Community Room, unless otherwise stated
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
Police, Ambulance and Fire - 91
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(Police Department - non-emergency - 826-5747
2005 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
TOWN OFFICES
Friday December 31 -New Years Day (Observed)
Monday February 2 1 - Presidents Day
Monday May 30 - Memorial Day
Monday July 4 - Independence Day
Monday September 5 - Labor Day
Monday October 10 - Columbus Day
Thursday November 24 - Thanksgiving Day
Friday November 25 - Day after Thanksgiving
Monday December 26 - Christmas Day (Observed)
TRANSFER STATION
Saturday January 1 - New Years Day
Tuesday May 3 1 - Day after Memorial Day
Saturday December 24 - Christmas Eve
LIBRARY
Same as Town Offices with 1 additional day





Health & Human Services
Community Alliance











Tax Collector Debra J. Clark !005
Health Officer/
Building Inspector Robert Rivard
Deputy Health Officer/
Building Inspector Bud Von Ahnen Jr.





Administrative Assistant to Selectboard/
Planning & Zoning Administrator
David M. Edkins





























STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
2005 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, NEW
HAMPSHIRE who are qualified to vote in Town affairs,
TAKE NOTICE AND BE WARNED that the First and Second Sessions of the Annual
Town Meeting of the Town of Charlestown, New Hampshire, will be held on
Wednesday, February 9, 2005 commencing at 7:00 P.M. in the Charlestown Middle
School gymnasium and on Tuesday, March 8, 2005 commencing at 8:00 A.M. in the
Community Room at the Silsby Library/Municipal Building. At the second session,
voting, on all warrant articles will be by Official Ballot commencing at 8:00 A.M. and
concluding at 7:00 P.M. unless the Town Meeting votes to keep the polls open to a later
time.
ARTICLE 1. To elect the necessary Town Officers for their respective terms.
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of the various
Town Officers and to take proper action thereon.
ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate as an operating budget,
not including appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted
separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by
the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, the sum of $3,724,321 which
represents $2,917,758 for the Town operating budget, $464,132 for the Water Fund
operating budget and $342.43 1 for the Sewer Fund operating budget.
Should this article be defeated, the default operating budget shall be $3,560,427 which is
the same as last year's budget*, with certain adjustments required by previous action of
the Town or by law, or the governing body may hold one special meeting in accordance
with RSA 40:13 X and XVI to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.
*The default budget represents $2,769,006 for the Town operating budget, $523,155 for
the Water Fund operating budget, and $268,266 for the Sewer Fund operating budget.
NOTE: This warrant article (operating budgets) does not include appropriations in ANY
other warrant article.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to increase the Optional Veterans' Tax
Credit from property tax in the Town of Charlestown from the current amount of $100.00
to $250.00. effective with the tax year beginning April 1, 2005, as provided in RSA
72:27-a& 72:28.
The Selectboard recommends this article.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $75,000 for the purchase of a new John Deere backhoe with
grapple attachment for use at the Charlestown Transfer Station.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee does not recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $145,000 for the purchase of a new all wheel drive dump truck
with plow, wing and combination body for use by the Highway Department.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $120,000 for the purchase of an excavator and trailer for use
by the Highway Department.
The Selectboard does not recommend this appropriation. .
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $20,000 for the continuation of renovations to the upper floor
of the Bakery Building including but not limited to the installation of handicapped
accessible bathrooms and telephone/computer network wiring. This will be a non-lapsing
appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the work is completed or
December 31, 2007, whichever is sooner.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of replacing the carpeting in the
Silsby Library.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $21,000 for the purchase of a new compressor/air pack station
for use by the Fire Department.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to change the purpose of the existing
Recreation Facility Capital Reserve Fund (created in 1995) to the Swimming Pool
Rehabilitation Capital Reserve Fund. (2/3 vote required)
The Selectboard recommends this article.
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $89,000 for the purpose of rehabilitating the Town Swimming Pool
and to authorize the withdrawal of $50,000 for this purpose from the Swimming Pool
Rehabilitation Capital Reserve Fund with the balance of $39,000 to be raised by general
taxation. Should the previous article changing the purpose of the Recreation Facility
Capital Reserve Fund to the Swimming Pool Rehabilitation Capital Reserve Fund not be
approved by the necessary 2/3 vote, this entire appropriation shall be null and void. If
approved, this will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse
until the work is completed or December 31, 2007, whichever is sooner.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund
under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of compiling an updated Town History
and to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000 to be placed into this fund.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to consider participation in a Sullivan
County Regional Prosecutor Program beginning in the year 2006. This program would
allow the Town to join with other municipalities in the area to share in the cost of a
regional prosecutor to represent the Town in prosecuting crimes before the Claremont
District Court. The cost of participation by the Town is estimated to be approximately
$12,100 per year; however no appropriation of funds is being requested at this time. This
is a non-binding article and is intended solely to provide the Selectboard with public
input on whether to pursue this matter.
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ARTICLE 15. Shall the town adopt the provisions of RSA32:14-RSA32:23
establishing a formal budget committee? Said committee shall be composed of nine
members to be elected at large. The intent of this article is to formalize the structure and
duties of a budget committee as set forth in the state RSAs. (By Petition)
The Selectboard does not recommend this article.
ARTICLE 16. To transact any other business that may legally come before the
meeting.














To the inhabitants of the Town Of Charlestown, New Hampshire who are qualified to vote in
Town Affairs.
Take notice and be warned that the First and Second Sessions of the Annual Town Meeting of
the Town Of Charlestown, New Hampshire, will be held on Wednesday, February 9, 2005
commencing at 7:00 PM in the Charlestown Middle School gymnasium and on Tuesday. March
8. 2005 commencing at 8:00 AM in the Community Room at the Silsby Library/Municipal
Building. At the second session, voting on all warrant articles will be by Official Ballot
commencing at 8:00 AM and concluding at 7:00 PM unless the Town Meeting votes to keep the
polls open to a later time.
Albert St. Pierre, Moderator, led the assembly with the Pledge of Allegiance. He then introduced
the Town Officials sitting at the head tables. Albert read his rules of conduct for the deliberative
meeting, the beginning and end of the warrant and opened the meeting at 7:03 PM. He stated
that Article 1 was automatically on the ballot so there was no discussion.
Each presenter asked the motion in the form of a question and to have the article placed on the
















Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read. An amendment was made and seconded to add
$18,000 for a total sum of $3,742,321. The amendment passed with a voice vote.
An amendment was made and seconded to add $73,500 for a total sum for the
Budget to be $3,815,821. The amendment passed with a voice vote.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read. An amendment was made and seconded to
change the sentence to say the entire appropriation shall be raised by general
taxation. The amendment passed with a voice vote.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read.
Presented and seconded as read. An amendment was made and seconded to
delete the last sentence of the article. The amendment was passed with a voice
vote.
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ARTICLE 16: Presented and seconded as read.
Bruce Pilvelait spoke about the upcoming article about the addition on the
Charlestown Primary School to be presented at the Fall Mountain District
deliberative meeting.
Robert Beaudry, a member of the Fall Mountain District Budget Committee.
spoke about the upcoming vote on the budget for Fall Mountain at the District's
deliberative meeting.
David Edkins, Fall Mountain School Moderator, announced that if school is
cancelled on February 10 , due to snow, the Fall Mountain District deliberative
meeting would be held on Saturday, February 12. 2005 at 9:00 AM.








2004 SUMMARY INVENTORY (MS-1)
LAND
2004 TOWN ELECTIONS
Tuesday, March 9, 2004
Albert St. Pierre, Moderator, declared the polls open at 8:00 AM at which
time he announced a protest petition for Article 2 had been received and that
it would require a 2/3's vote to pass. He also announced absentee ballots
would be opened starting at 1 :00 PM and any received by mail would be
opened after 5:00 PM.
Absentee ballots were cast at 1 :00 PM and the polls were declared closed by
Albert St. Pierre at 7:00 PM.
Debra J. Clark
Charlestown Town Clerk
The results of the voting for the 2004 Town Election is as follows:
RESULTS OF ANNUAL MEETING 2004
Article 1.
Selectman for Three Years
JonB. LeClair *779
Chief of Fire Dept. for One Year
Gary Stoddard *848
Moderator for Two Years
Albert A. St. Pierre *857
Checklist Supervisor for Six Years
Doris Blodgett *874
Trustee of Trust Funds for Three Years
David Henry *860
Medical Building Trustee for Three Years
Jeannette M. Langdon *833
Library Trustee for Three Years
Misha Yakovleff *807
James Furman * 66
Library Trustee for Two Years
Joan lives *820
Library Trustee for One Year
Jacqueline T. Kasprzak *813
Recreation Committee for Three Years
Kerry L. Johnson *745
Bruce Pilvelait *728
Dana C.Rogers *741
Recreation Committee for Two Years
Jeremy Tenney * 7 8 5
Cemetery Trustee for Three Years
Frank McKane Sr. *35
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Victoria A. Sargent *472
Planning Board for Three Years
Fred Poisson *486
Gail Fellows * 141
Roger Thibodeau 139
Finance Committee for Three Years
Barbara A. Blanchard *741
Susan Laware *714
Thomas L. Minickiello *660
Finance Committee for Two Years
Thomas L. Minickiello 203
David A. Richardson *603
Finance Committee for One Year
Joyce A. Higgins *469
Jeannette M. Langdon 249
Thomas L. Minickiello 110
Highway Advisory Board for Three Years
Thomas L. Minickiello *548
Bruce Putnam *771
Highway Advisory Board for Two Years
Barry Metcalf *740
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David A. Richardson *680
Highway Advisory Board for One Year
Frank McKane Sr. *667
Albert A. St. Pierre *783
ARTICLE 2.
(Submitted by Petition.) "Shall the Town vote to rezone the following
described property from Zone E (Mixed Use) to Zone A?" (Town Center
Residential/Professional ):
All property on the west side of Main Street encompassed within the area
bounded by Bridge Street to the north, the Boston & Maine Railroad right-
of-way to the west, River Street to the south and Main Street to the east. All
property on the east side of Main Street to a depth of 250 feet from the
center line of NH Route 12 from Sullivan Street, north to the southerly
boundary of the Charlestown Fire Station properties (Map 32, Lots 2 & 3).
The Planning Board does not recommend this amendment.
Official copies of the complete text of the amendment and a map of the
affected area are available at the Office of the Town Clerk, and will be on
display at the meeting. The following question will appear on the official
ballot, and is not subject to amendment at the deliberative session:
"Are you in favor of the adoption of the amendment to the existing town
zoning ordinance as proposed by petition?"
YES 231 NO 710
ARTICLE 3.
(Submitted by Petition.) "Shall the Town vote to amend the Building
Code to require that a demolition permit be obtained from the Building
Inspector prior to the removal of any structure, dwelling or portion thereof?"
The Planning Board does not recommend this amendment.
Official copies of the complete text are available at the Office of the Town
Clerk, and will be on display at the meeting. The following question will
appear on the official ballot, and is not subject to amendment at the
deliberative session:
"Are you in favor of the adoption of the amendment to the existing town
building code as proposed by petition?"
YES 177 NO 775
ARTICLE 4.
"Shall the Town vote to accept the reports of the various Town
Officers and to take proper action thereon?"
YES 805 NO 133
ARTICLE 5
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"Shall the Town vote to appropriate as an operating budget, not
including appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations
voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant
or as amended by the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, the sum
of $3,359,424 which represents $2,607,653 for the Town operating budget,
$503,330 for the Water Fund operating budget and $248,441 for the Sewer
Fund operating budget?"
Should this article be defeated, the default operating budget shall be
$3,046,157 which is the same as last year's budget*, with certain
adjustments required by previous action of the Town or by law, or the
governing body may hold one special meeting in accordance with RSA
40:13 X and XVI to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.
*Default budget represents $2,461,073 for the Town operating budget,
$330,835 for the Water Fund operating budget, and $254,246 for the Sewer
Fund operating budget.
NOTE: This warrant article (operating budgets) does not include
appropriations in ANY other warrant article.
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 691 NO 253
ARTICLE 6.
"Shall the Town vote to modify the elderly exemptions from property
tax in the Town of Charlestown, based on assessed value, for qualified
taxpayers, to be as follows: for a person 65 years of age up to 75 years,
$20,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years, $30,000; for a person
80 years of age or older, $40,000. To qualify, the person must have been a
New Hampshire resident for at least 5 consecutive years, own the real estate
individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such person's spouse,
they must have been married to each other for at least 5 consecutive years.
In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income in each applicable age
group of not more than $18,000 or, if married, a combined net income of not
more than $25,000; and own net assets not in excess of $50,000 excluding
the value of the person's residence, or if married, combined net assets not in
excess of $50,000 excluding the value of the residence?"
YES 814 NO 129
ARTICLE 7.
"Shall the Town vote to accept the provisions of RSA 202-A:4-c
providing that any town at an annual meeting may adopt an article
authorizing indefinitely, until specific rescission of such authority, the public
library trustees to apply for, accept and expend, without further action by the
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town meeting, unanticipated money from a state, federal or other
governmental unit or a private source which becomes available during the
fiscal year?"
YES 677 NO 233
ARTICLE 8.
(Submitted by Petition.) "Shall the Town vote to eliminate the
position of full-time Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) as
recommended by the Charlestown Ambulance Study Committee in their
report to the Selectboard on August 6, 2003?"
YES 488 NO 451
Recount on 3/18/04 YES 484 NO 455
ARTICLE 9.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $30,000 for the purpose of renovating the upper floor of
the Bakery Building and relocating the Selectboard office to the renovated
space, leaving the vacated space in the Municipal Building for use by the
Town Clerk's office. Proposed renovations to the Bakery Building include
installation of. handicapped access, electrical upgrade and ceiling
replacement. This will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and
will not lapse until the work is completed or December 31, 2006, whichever
is sooner?"
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 653 NO 397
Recount on 3/18/04 YES 553 NO 397
ARTICLE 10.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $35,000 for the construction of a 24' X 24' office and
scale house building, including bathroom, at the Charlestown Transfer
Station?"
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 541 NO 415
ARTICLE 11.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $12,500 for the purchase of a 7 cubic yard stainless steel
sander for use by the Highway Department?"
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 660 NO 285
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ARTICLE 12.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special
warrant article, the sum of $285,000 for the reconstruction of the Fling Road
Bridge over Clay Brook; eighty percent (80%) of said sum to be reimbursed
to the Town by the State of New Hampshire. This will be a non-lapsing
appropriation per RSA 32:7 VI and will not lapse until the bridge is
completed or December 31, 2006, whichever is sooner?"
The Seleetboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 704 NO 243.
ARTICLE 13.
"Shall the Town vote to authorize the Seleetboard to enter into a three
year agreement for the revaluation of all real estate in the town at a total cost
of $140,400 and to raise and appropriate the sum of $46,800 as the First
year's payment for that purpose?" This agreement contains an escape
clause and will terminate if necessary funds are not appropriated in
future years. (Majority vote required.)
The Seleetboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 471 NO 473
Recount on 3/18/04 YES 469 NO 476
ARTICLE 14.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $15,000 for the purpose of replacing the carpeting in the
Silsby Library?"
The Seleetboard does not recommend this appropriation.
The Finance Committee does not recommend this appropriation.
YES 337 NO 616
ARTICLE 15.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $250 for the support of suicide prevention outreach
services provided by the Samaritans of the Monadnock Region?"
The Seleetboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 725 NO 229
ARTICLE 16.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $7,000 for the support of mental health services provided
by West Central Behavioral Health?"
23
The Selectboard does not recommend this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 509 NO 439
ARTICLE 17.
"Shall the Town vote to raise and appropriate, by special warrant
article, the sum of $130,000 for the purpose of purchasing a new four wheel
drive ambulance vehicle with associated equipment and fixtures?"
The Selectboard recommends this appropriation.
The Finance Committee recommends this appropriation.
YES 538 NO 415
ARTICLE 18.
To transact any other business that may legally come before the
meeting.
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION












as of December 31, 2004
STATEMENT OF DEBT
December 3 1,2004
Showing Annual Maturities of Outstanding and
Long-Term Notes
Water Improvement
NH Municipal Bond Bank
4.75%
Original Amount: $650.000.00
Year Principal Interest Total
2005 30,000 2,065.71 32,065.71
30,000 2,065.71 32,065.71
WATER/WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENT 2001














SCHEDULE OF TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY
Land
2003 INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Town of
Charlestown, New Hampshire as of and for the year ended December 31, 2003 as listed in the
table of contents. Thtse general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the
Town's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement
presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
The general purpose financial statements referred to above do not include the general fixed assets
account group which should be included in order to conform with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America. As is the case with most municipal entities
in the State of New Hampshire, the Town of Charlestown has not maintained historical cost
records of its fixed assets. The amount that should be recorded in the general fixed assets
account group is not known.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the
preceding paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in
all material respects, the financial position of the Town of Charlestown as of December 31, 2003,
and the results of its operations and the cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year
then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America.
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated April
22, 2004 on our consideration of the Town of Charlestown's internal control over financial
reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts
and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government
Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results
of our audit.
Plodzik & Sanderson - Professional Association
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TOWN CLERK REPORT




Bad Check Charges 225.00














Uniform Commercial Codes $2,135.00
Vital Record Copies 840.00




REMITTED TO TREASURER $726,581 .09
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Year Ending December 31, 2004























































Year Ending December 31, 2004
ABATEMENTS OF TAX COLLECTOR
ABATEMENTS OF TAX COLLECTOR - 2004
Davis, Dewitt 149.46
Fleming Jr, Carlton/Fournier, Holly 115.12
Gay, Joanne 73.54
Hosley, Clifford P. 59.25
Hutchinson, Harry & Kathleen 281 .01
LaRock, Harold & Kathleen $332.65
Lutz, Eric F. & Theodora A. 140.05
Neill, Steven A. & Rebecca A. 186.02
Reynolds, Alan P. 207.70
Russell, Gary W. & Angela L. 43.51
Simard, Raymond E. & Cynthia S. 185.00
Skowfoe, Michael 185.00
Stark, Clifford R. & Nellie E. 173.95
Stoddard, Ralph E. & Carolyn J. 79.46
Templeton, G. Francine 51.85
Tenney, Edwin & Nancy 50.00
Wooton, Michael & Sylvia J. 112.85
Total Abatements for 2004 Levy
ABATEMENTS - SELECTMEN'S OFFICE
January 1 , 2004 - December 31 , 2004
by checks
REAL ESTATE
Hand, John & Hayes, Cheryl $659.66
Miller, Brandon & Sarah 202.00
Granite State Electric 4,868.35
TOTAL ABATEMENTS FOR 2002 $5,730 01
Thomas, Lex & Smith, Sara 97.74
Brault Jr, Roland & Suzanne 210.94
Drewing, Michael D. 117.86
Beaudry, Michael J. & Joan D. 361.91
Hutchins, Florence 31.34
US Gen New England 20,888.50
Hand, John & Hayes, Cheryl 701.62
Miller, Brandon S. & Sarah B. 189.55
Granite State Electric 6,912.77
Total Abatements for 2003 $29,51 2.23
Salsi, Angelo & Ina 885.70
Mott, Marlene/Robert & Andrasi 10.00
Total Abatements for 2004 $895.70
WATER
Dyke, Michelle 18.50
Total Abatements for 2003 $18.50
Hayes, Estate, N. Shirley 87.14
Bailey, Janice 114.70
Springfield Property 599.90
Total Abatements for 2004 $801.74
SEWER
Bailey, Janice 78.00
Morrison, Donald & Paulette 139.38
Springfield Property 486.40
Total Abatements for 2004 $703.78
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TREASURER'S REPORT
January 1 , 2004 to December 31 , 2004
State of New Hampshire
Fire Department
Reports




2004 Property Taxes & Interest
2003 Property Taxes & Interest
Redeemed Property Taxes, Interest & Costs
Yield Taxes & Interest
Overpayment/Property Taxes, Received & Refunded
Current Use & Interest
Excavation Activity Tax & Interest
Insurance
Reimbursement from Individuals
Return Premium on Contribution 2001-02
Primex Payment for Claim on Town Truck
Primex Payment for Claim on Transfer Station Truck
Primex Payment for Claim on Highway Truck
Primex Payment for Claim at Municipal Building
Reimbursement for STD
Miscellaneous
Junkyard Permits & Other Licenses
Water & Sewer Department-Reimbursed to General Fund
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes
Bank Interest less Sevice Charges
In Lieu of Taxes
Timber Tax
Sullivan Nutrition Reimb. For Building Propane Gas
Collected NSF checks
Stumpage & Lumber Sold
Receivables from 2003
Sale of Property




Balance as of January 1 , 2004
Receipts
Less Disbursements
Balance as of December 31 , 2004
Accounts Held by the Treasurer
General Fund Checking Account
Bank of New Hampshire Investment Account








Conservation Commission-Money Market Account
Conservation Commission-Certificate of Deposit
$18,852.14
$11,346.46
Recreation Department-Special Fund Checking Account $1,508.70
Town of Charlestown Water Department-Money Market
Water Department-Investment Account




Town of Charlestown Sewer Department-Money Market
Sewer Department-Investment Account





Water/Sewer Project Checking Account
$0.00
$1,444.59
Old Home Day Association Checking Account





2004 DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Executive Office
Clerk/Receptionist Full Time $13,267.20
Secretary 19,338.20
Salaries - Selectboard 6,600.00
Health/Disability Insurance 7,330.94
FICA/Medicare 2,999.03





Dues, Subscriptions, Education 273.38
Office Supplies 1,978.69
Miscellaneous 1,079.98
Adm Assist - Salary 24,900.00
Adm Assist - Secretary 2,457. 1
9
Adm Assist - Health/Disability 5,501 .70
Adm Assist - FICA/Medicare 2,007.93
Adm Assist - NH Retirement System 1 ,469.07
Adm Assist - Unemp/Workers' Comp 28.00
Adm Assist - Dental Ins 235.31
Adm Assist - Dues, Subscriptions 131.31
Adm Assist - Telephone 858.89
Adm Assist - Computer, Software 557.02
Adm Assist - Book, Periodicals, Misc 30.00
AA - Training, Seminars 193.50
Total Executive $96,287.53
Election, Registration
Salaries - Ballot Clerks $1 ,387.65
Salaries - Supervisors & Moderator 1410.60
FICA/Medicare 121.17





Total Election, Registration & Vjjal Statistics $4,734.44
Financial Administration











Tax Sale Expenses 3,422.80
Salary - Trustees of Trust Funds-Treasurer 1 ,000.00
FICA/Medicare 76.50
Trust Fund Fees 268.67
Miscellaneous 253.11
Assessing Services 13,223.78
Salaries - Town Clerk/Tax Collector 31 ,424.80







Dues & Subscriptions 65.00




Motor Vehicle Agent Fees 1 0,617.75
Salary - Treasurer 4,075.00
FICA/Medicare 311.72
Bank Fees 585.28
Treasurer's Office Supplies 19.24
Software Support 10,573.33
Hardware Data Processing 1,556.95




Ambulance - Electricity 1 ,727.31
Ambulance - Heating Oil 1395.81
Ambulance - Maintenance & Repair 2491 .29
Fire Station - Electricity 1 ,756.78
Fire Station - Heating Oil 1 ,272.65
Fire Station - Maintenance & Repair 3,171.91
Highway - Electricity 1 ,597. 1
7
Highway - Heating Oil 2,468.54
Highway - Maintenance & Repair 4,629.54
Transfer Station - Mowing 2,064.00
Transfer Station - Electricity 2,181.78
Transfer Station - Maintenance & Repair 5,037.13
Recreation - Mowing 15,864.00
Recreation - Patch Park - Electricity 284.85
Recreation - Pool Electricity 224.42
Bakery Building - Electricity 668.66
Bakery Building - Heating Oil 1,169.98
Bakery Building - Maintenance & Repair 1,476.26
Comm Bulletin Board - Electricity 71.40
Cemetery - Electricity 68.50
Municipal Building Encumbrance 3950.00
Fire Dept - Overhead Door Encumbrance 750.00
Total General Government Buildings $102,884.82
CEMETERY
Sexton $29,356.80














D & E Tree Encumbrance „ 500.00
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Total Cemeteries $64,625.07
Insurance - Property, Liability
Total Insurance $39,754.36
Advertising & Regional Planning
NH Municipal Association - Dues $2,571.00
Sullivan County Economic Development 3,200.02
Upper Valley Lake Sunapee 4,559.00
Meeting Waters YMCA 1 ,200.00
Old Home Day 1,000.00
Total Advertising & Regional Planning $12,530.02
PUBLIC SAFETY
Police Department
Salaries - Full Time
















































Inspector Part Time 905.00



























Total Code Enforcement $11,965.16
EMT
Salary Full Time $7,628.24








Curbs, Drains, Sidewalks $14,903.30
Paving 165,000.00
Total Road Projects $179,903.30
Highway Operating Budget
Public Works Admininstration $1 ,650.00
Salaries - Full Time 1 52, 1 92.47

















Article 9 - Bakery Building Encumbrance $15,400.00
Article 9 - Bakery Building Renovations 14,600.00
Article 1 1 - Highway Sander 12,381 .00
Article 10 - Transfer Station Building 34,892.43
Article 15 - Samaritans 250.00
Article 16 - West Central Behavioral Service 7,000.00
Article 17 - Ambulance Encumbrance 130,000.00
Article 12 - Fling Road Bridge 235,855.41
Article 12 - Fling Road Bridge Encumbrance 49,144.59







Miscellaneous - Police Association 150.00
Miscellaneous - Twin Valley Heating - TH 308.55
Miscellaneous - Flanders & Patch Truck 8,582.00
GIS Mapping Encumbrance 7,000.00
Police Computer Encumbrance 1,504.00
Total Capital Outlay $75,933.02
GRAND TOTAL 2004 EXPENDITURES $2,997,777.48
2003 Accts Payable paid in 2004 19,367.21
Prior Years' Payables paid in 2004 30,862.16
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TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
NEW CEMETERY ACCOUNTS - 2004
FH (FOREST HILL) - HH (HOPE HILL)
PC (PINECREST) STC (ST. CATHERINE) - G (GRAVES)
DATE NAME AMOUNT CEM SECT - LOT
2003
FORM MS -9 REPORT OF THE COMMON AND RETAINED INCOME FI'NDS
1 >ate of
E upended








State of NH - grant for concerts $300.00
NH Humanities Council - grant 218.14
CSB Money Market Acct - Spalding Bequest 1 ,900.00
Non-resident fees 30.00
LUV Co-op Lunch 122.84
Total income $2,570.98
EXPENSES
Will Danforth - concert $150.00
Sugar River String Band - concert 250.00
Marcia S. Blaine - program 208.14
NH Humanities Council - grant applications 45.01
Unique Signs - sign 1 ,826.00
American Plate Glass Co - display cases 556.00
LUV Co-op Lunch 136.37
Gifts 160.00
Total Expenses $3,331.52
Balance on hand $1,433.57
SAVINGS ACCOUNT for copier/fax supplies and maintenance
Balance forward $3,603.55
Interest 10.62
Deposits from copier/fax income 613.55
Supplies and maintenance -60.00
New copy machine 1 ,661 .00




Silsby Free Public Library Trustees
The board meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 4 00 p m in the library, and we invite
you to attend our meetings. There are no regularly scheduled meetings of the board in December or
July
This year the trustees updated the library's mission statement to more fully describe its current
purpose and direction
Library Mission Statement
The mission of the Silsby Free Public Library is to facilitate learning, self-education and recreation for
the whole community. The library has a special mission to encourage children to become life-long
readers
Library materials, programs and services are provided to satisfy the patrons' love of books, quest for
information and need for recreation
The library will continue to build and maintain the unique collection of historical materials specific to
the town of Charlestown and the Upper Valley region.
The library will function as a cultural center for the community, providing a venue for local artists and
performers.
One of our long-term goals is to get more information about the library out to the public. To
that end we are pleased to have been able to erect a new sign on the front lawn on Railroad Street
this year The sign shows the hours that the library is open. Also new this year is information about
the library at Charlestown's web page, www.charlestown-nh.gov.
The other long-term goal that the trustees have established is to create additional events for
teens and adults There has been expansion of our programming for these groups this year. With the
support of patrons, the Charlestown Senior Center, the Fort at No 4, and Bomar, Inc., we have been
able to present a variety of musical, cultural and educational programs from the New Hampshire
Humanities Council and the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts.
Our programs for children continued this year with reading, crafting, and hands-on educational
activities for all ages from pre-schoolers through middle-schoolers.
We sincerely thank all those who have contributed to the library this year: the Charlestown
Conservation Commission; the Charlestown Rotary; Bomar, Inc.; those who made donations, either in
memory of our former Librarian Florence Bingham or otherwise: those who paid to use the copier or
fax; grantors, the NH State Council on the Arts, the Libri Foundation, and the NH Humanities Council;
those who bought books at our sale in July; those who gave to replace books; non-residents who paid
to join the library; the Green Mountain Glassworks Company that made a gift of the cost of labor to
reglaze the windows in the library turret; and all Charlestown taxpayers. We hope that we have not
overlooked anyone or any organization in expressing our thanks!
Your trustees invite you to visit the library to browse, borrow materials or make use of our
technological equipment that includes computers, copier and fax. We hope to see you at programs,
and volunteers to help in the library are encouraged. We also welcome your input on how we can
continue to enhance services to our community.
Kate Brenton
Chairperson, Board of Trustees
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SILSBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Circulation
AMBULANCE REPORT
2004 was another busy year for the ambulance service. The ambulance was
requested 541 times throughout the year. Besides handling emergency calls
and requested ambulance transfers, personnel were busy with many different
tasks around the station. The ambulance building was painted in part by
funds raised by the Charlestown Ambulance Attendants Association. The
beautiful flowers around the building were donated and maintained by
Richard Aiken a new member of the ambulance service. Four of the
service's members completed EMT training in Claremont, and there are now
two members taking classes to become EMT's. Two of our members
completed CPR instructor training at Valley Regional Hospital. The
ambulance service was able to get two AED's (Automatic External
Defibrillators) for the town free of charge from the state. These are the
devices that shock a person's heart to get it beating again. The AED's are
stored with the Police Department so they can quickly be brought to the
scene of an emergency and used. The ambulance has trained members of
the community and Police Department in the use of the machines. The
ambulance service was able to purchase two IV pumps this year. These IV
pumps are the same as those used in the hospitals, and allow us to start the
administration of some life saving medicines right in the back of the
ambulance to speed up a patient's treatment. The ambulance service has
also worked closely with the billing agency in Claremont and the
Selectboard; this relationship allows us to maintain high quality ambulance
service for the town's people with minimal impact on the budget. The
town's new ambulance will be ready for delivery in March and should be in
service shortly after.
The ambulance service appreciates everybody's support and looks forward
to serving the town in the coming year. Please feel free to contact the station








The year 2004 was a busy year in many different ways. Gary Wallace retired in
March as Fire Chief and remains an active member of the department. We thank him
for his years of service as Fire Chief.
Several grants were applied for through Homeland Security. We received $36,000
worth of equipment through these grants. Items received were (4) 2000-watt
generators with lighting units attached, air bag system for rescue purposes, (12) spare
air pack bottles and (5) mobile digital radios for the fire apparatus.
The members of the Fire Department also raised $14,000 through fundraisers and
private donations to purchase a thermal imager camera for fire and rescue. We would
like to thank all those who contributed to the purchase of the camera, without all of
you this would not have happened. We also were able to construct an addition to the
garage at the fire station for cold storage. We thank the many area businesses that
donated materials to complete this project.
During 2004, the Charlestown Fire Department responded to 218 emergency calls
including:
70 motor vehicle accidents
33 automatic fire alarms









One of our goals for 2005 is to purchase a cascade system for the fire station. This
consists of an air compressor, (4) cascade bottles and a filling station. This will
enable us to fill air pack bottles in our station. Currently we have to travel out of
town at all hours of the day and night to fill these bottles. We look forward to your
support on this article.
Respectfully Submitted
Gary Stoddard, Fire Chief
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Police Department Annual Report 2004
In the year 2004, activity increased dramatically for the Police Department. There






This is an increase of 34% overall and a 24% increase in Charlestown, alone!
Calls that generated a formal report were up 16%. Arrests were up 76% and
generated 162 adult criminal complaints brought before the District Court. This
doesn't factor in the juvenile and adult felony cases. On the motor vehicle side,
accidents were up 8%, summons for motor vehicle violations were up 27% and
warnings were up 63%. In case you were wondering, we issued 1 12 motor vehicle
summons and 990 warnings (and some people tell us they never get a break!).
The Police Department also handles local animal control issues in the absence of
an Animal Control Officer. This year's annual Dog Warrant Return to the
Selectboard showed an initial list of 115 residents that had failed to license their
dogs. We were able to reduce that list due to the absence of either dog or owner
and 117 dogs were ultimately licensed from the initial list. Overall, there were
1067 dogs licensed in the Town for last year. 49 civil forfeitures were issued and
we actually had two cases in the District Court in respect to the list.
We have started on an updated computer system project which is carrying over
into this year and, as always, hope to serve you better in the coming year. Thank





The Charlestown cemeteries saw a lot of activity in 2004. There were a total
of 35 burials. Mowing and trimming never seemed to end, except on the
rainy days that were numerous. Brush and trees were blown down on a
regular basis. One fallen tree branch did some damage to the fountain in
Forest Hill the extent of which we are still trying to determine. Four
irreplaceable headstones in Hope Hill were vandalized.
On the brighter side, the purchase of a new piece of equipment cut about 20
man-hours a week off mowing time. The VFW Post donated a flag and
flagpole for Pine Crest Cemetery. Mike Stringer of Claremont Memorial and
Edgar Benjamin, seasoned cemetery employee, donated time and material to
install the base.
The Cemetery Department extends thanks to the highway department, transfer
station, water and sewer departments as well as the town office staff for all
the assistance given every year. Without them, all the tasks that must be done
each season would not be accomplished. The Cemetery Department is proud
to be part of such a team.
Trustees - Dona Mates - Vicki Sargent - Jeffrey Lessels
Sexton - Ron LeClair
CHARLESTOWN MEDICAL BUILDING
The renovation project has been 99.9% completed. The front door will be
spruced up as soon as weather permits. The old section of the building has
been re-roofed and the new landscaping was completed this fall. If you
haven't taken a ride by the building lately, wait till spring and check out the
new shrubbery, lawn and improvements to the building. The completed
project was not done with any cost to the town and the Board appreciates
everyone's patience during the project.
Respectfully submitted
Trustees - Jenny Langdon - Ken Place - John Murray
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT
We would first like to thank all of the volunteers that assist in providing
recreational activities for our youth. This includes the Recreation Committee
members, coaches, referees, and volunteers who help with maintenance and
organization. We also wish to thank our town businesses that continue to support
our programs through generous donations for the purchase of equipment and
uniforms.
We had a very busy and successful summer season at the pool this year. We had
3,363 visitors and provided 1 19 lessons. We had fun filled pool parties, with free
swimming, barbecues, music and games. Thanks to Heidi Westerling for
continuing to do a great job as Pool Director.
Our summer soccer program also went well this year with 156 children signed up
for 15 teams. Our summer baseball program was also a huge hit again this year.
We had over 190 youth between the ages of 5 and 15 register for t-ball, Softball,
baseball, and Babe Ruth. For our fall soccer season we had over 1 82 youth signed
up for 12 teams in the 5, 6, 7 & 8, and 9-12 year old age groups. On November
1
st
, we hosted an area wide soccer tournament at Patch Park for 13 teams of 9-12
year olds. It was the fifth year of participation for the girls and the first year for
the boys. We handed out 80 trophies to the 1 st and 2m place teams.
We had our first annual fall fling, which was held, at Patch Park on September
25
lh
. We had all kinds of games for children from 3:00 to 6:00PM and then we
had karaoke and a bon fire until 10:00PM. We wish to thank Stephanie and Ray
Crosby for the use of their grill and for doing all the cooking of the hamburgers
and hot dogs.
For our winter basketball program we have over 100 youth on 1 1 teams in the 2n
- 6
th
grades. Our new program for 2ml graders continues to be well attended, with
over 20 players. We are presently making plans for the 22" annual Winter
Carnival, which will be held between January 29
th
and February 15, 2005.
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month at the old town hall. As
always, if you have any questions or suggestions about Charlestown Parks and




REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board met a total of 27 times during 2004, which was a very busy
year. The number of development applications was up significantly over last year
with subdivision applications seeing a particularly large increase. In total the
Board acted on 43 different applications including:
• 10 subdivisions creating 35 new lots (one subdivision proposing 6 more lots
was denied as scattered and premature);
• 14 site plan applications; 9 for new facilities and 5 for the expansion or
alteration of existing businesses (1 application was withdrawn before final
Board action);
• 13 sign permits;
• 2 boundary adjustments between existing lots; and
• 4 voluntary mergers of existing lots;
The Board also continued the very important process of updating the Town's
Master Plan in 2004. Chapters on population growth, housing, natural resources
and a "build-out" analysis have been completed in draft form. A community
"visioning session" was also held in June, at which some general goals were
developed to help guide the future growth and development of the Town. This
effort will continue in 2005 with a town-wide Community Attitude Survey that
will be conducted to gain further input from residents as to how they wish to see
Charlestown grow and change in the future. Additional chapters on transportation,
economic development, community facilities, utilities and public services will also
be drafted in 2005. The Master Plan effort is being conducted with technical
assistance from the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission.
The Board has some new faces this year with the appointment of Eric Lutz and
Linda Stewart as Alternate Members. Roger Thibodeau was appointed as a regular
member to fill an unexpired vacancy. Two 3 year-terms and one 1-year term on
the Board will be filled at the upcoming elections on March 8.
The Planning Board meets at 7:00PM on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month in the Community Room of the Library/Municipal Building. All meetings
are open to the public and citizen participation is encouraged. The Planning &
Zoning office, located in the former "Bakery Building" is open weekdays from
8:00AM to 4:00PM and can be reached by telephone at 826-5368 for information
and assistance with all planning & zoning matters.
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BUILDING/FIRE & HEALTH INSPECTOR
As Building/Fire & Health Inspector for the past seven years it has again been a
pleasure to work with the citizens of Charlestown. I want to commend Bud, the
part-time deputy, on a job well done. He is a pleasure to work with. In general the
citizens comply with the rules and regulations of ICC and cooperate in obtaining
permits through the Selectmen's Office. A list of rules and permit fees are
available to anyone. The state ICC books are available for review in the
Selectmen's Office and the Library for interested parties.
The Town of Charlestown is a member of ICC (International Code Council) The
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and National Electrical Code.
This past year there were 230 building permits issued for additions, alterations and
renovations to residential and commercial structures. There have been several
permits issued for upgrading of electricity and plumbing. For new construction we
had 12 new frame homes, several modular and manufactured homes. I work
closely with contractors, electricians and plumbers to bring all structures up to ICC
code. There have been many code changes this past year.
It is now mandatory to file an application to install oil burning equipment RSA
153:5. Inspections for foster/day care and town buildings are done on a regular
basis. The Bakery Building now has a handicapped ramp.
Permit fees in 2004 brought in $14,465.80, to offset the cost associated with
building inspections.
Each October I attend a weeklong seminar in Springfield, Mass in order to stay
current with new changes in codes, rules and regulations in the building and health
departments. I also attend state meetings for electrical/plumbing and
building/health/fire code enforcement.
Please note that any new homes, additions, basement finish or interior closed wall
construction with rough plumbing or electrical concealed, must be inspected before
the wall finish is installed. A final inspection is required before occupancy.
The position of Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer is part time only. As
such, I am available two days each week - Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:30
PM to 6:00 PM. In the summer months, I am generally in the office around 1 PM
on the same weekdays.
Respectfully submitted - Robert R. Rivard
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CHARLESTOWN HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
The Community Alliance of Human Services has continued to work in collaboration with the Town
of Charlestown for nine years to assist area families in need. The Community Alliance of Human
Services takes great pride in assisting families from the Town of Charlestown.
One hundred twenty seven applications were handed out and 1 12 families received assistance with
housing expenses, electric bills, fuel oil bills, medication, and food during the 2004 calendar year.
Thirty-four new applications were requested during the 2004 calendar year.
We were able to refer families and individuals to other services and resources available within
Charlestown and Sullivan County. We have made referrals to services such as: The New
Hampshire Department of Health & Human Services (Medicaid, TANF, Food Stamps, and APTD).
Serve New England (food). Social Security Offices (SSDI and SSI), Southwestern Community
Services (fuel assistance, electric assistance, and rental assistance). The Charlestown Area Food
Pantry, local churches, Partners In Health, The Medication Program, and the Medication Bridges
Program. Additionally, where appropriate, we have encouraged families and individuals to
negotiate directly with utility companies and landlords to make payment arrangements on amounts
owed. We appreciate the opportunity to provide assistance to families and individuals in need in a
caring and professional manner, while, at the same time, reducing the overall budget of the welfare
department.
In 2004, The Community Alliance of Human Services continued its participation in the New
Hampshire Local Welfare Administrators Association. This association allows us to receive
updated information pertaining to local welfare guidelines, policies, and regulations. Attending
these meetings also promotes broader knowledge of resources available to families.
The Charlestown Health and Human Services Department also worked in conjunction with the
Charlestown Area Christmas Fund to offer special holiday food baskets and Christmas toys to area
families in need.
The Charlestown Health and Human Services Department would also like to thank Charlestown
residents and businesses for their generous donations to the Charlestown Area Food Pantry by
delivering food items to the Charlestown Health and Human Services Department. These items are
used to directly assist families in need that visit the office. In addition, on a regular basis, these
items are delivered to the Charlestown Area Food Shelf.
The Charlestown Health and Human Services Office is located in the Town Office Building,
downstairs from the library. The office days and hours are: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Staff is available for emergency situations Monday through Friday and can be
reached at (800) 894-8400.
Finally, we would also like to thank the Town employees for their assistance and support that have
helped to make the Charlestown Health and Human Services Office accessible and responsive to the
needs of Charlestown residents.
Gregory W. Vigue, Town Welfare Administrator
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HCS-HOME HEALTHCARE, HOSPICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
REPORT TO THE TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
JANUARY 1, 2004 TO DECEMBER 31, 2004
ANNUAL REPORT
In 2004, HCS - Home Healthcare, Hospice and Community Services
continued to provide home care and community services to the residents
of Charlestown. The following information represents HCS ' s activities
in your community in 2004.
SERVICE REPORT
SERVICES OFFERED SERVICES PROVIDED
Nursing 2,086 Visits
Physical Therapy 391 Visits
Speech Pathology Visits
Occupational Therapy 114 Visits
Medical Social Worker 21 Visits
Outreach 24 Visits
Homemaker Hours 972 Hours
Home Health Aide 1,209 Visits
Home S Community Based Services* 4,228 Hours
Health Promotion Clinics 16 Clinics
*Home and Community Based Care is a Medicaid program which offers
extended home care services to individuals who are in need of nursing
home level care but can be maintained at home for a lower cost.
Total Unduplicated Residents Served: 356
Prenatal and well child care, hospice services and "Nurse Is In"
clinics are also available to residents. Town funding partially
supports these services.
FINANCIAL REPORT
The actual cost of all services provided in 2004 with all funding
sources is $518,233.00.
These services have been supported to the greatest extent possible by
Medicare, Medicaid, other insurances, grants and patient fees.
Services that were not covered by other funding sources have been
supported by your town.
For 2005, we request a total appropriation of $24,500.00 to continue to
meet the home care needs of Charlestown residents.
Thank you for your consideration.
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CHARLESTOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Charlestown Conservation Commission meets the third Monday of every
month at 7:00 PM in the Community Room. The public is invited to attend.
2004 started off with the completion of the Halls Pond timber sale which had
been postponed from the year before due to extreme cold and snow.
Cersosimo Lumber Company was the contractor and did an excellent job on
the logging and clean up of the landing area afterward. The proceeds from
the sale were divided evenly between the Conservation Commission and the
General Fund.
In April and again in September the Conservation Commission, along with the
Lions Club and the Rotary, participated in the State of NH, Department of
Transportations adopt-a-highway program. Together the three groups clean
from the Walpole town line to Lovers Lane Rd. For our September clean up
we were joined by several students from the Charlestown Middle School's
Recycling club who were a tremendous help to all three groups.
The Commission organized and ran Green-up day which is held annually the
first Saturday in May. Many thanks to all who volunteered their time and to
the organizations and businesses who support this project of cleaning our
town roads.
In June, the Commission, Student Conservation Association (SCA), and the
local Scout group held a workday on the Halls Pond trail. Thanks to their
efforts the trail was brushed out, blazed and some stone steps constructed
through wet areas.
Work on revising the trails maps is an ongoing project for the Commission. In
July a GPS unit was obtained from the UNH Coop. Extension Service and
some information was recorded but due to inclement weather and dense
foliage not all work could be completed.
In October several members of the Commission monitored the LCIP (Land
Conservation Investment Program) easements, an annual requirement.
The Commission also reviewed numerous wetlands permit applications to the
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Balance on hand January 1 , 2004 - Money
FICA/Medicare
WASTEWATER DEPARTMENT 2004
















































2004 Expenses paid in 2005
Money Market - Dec. 31, 2004






Rents billed out in 2004 (less abatements) 171 ,647.80
Connections, jobs, etc billed 14,999.00
84
BALANCE SHEET
WATER & SEWER FUND
December 31, 2004
Beqinnina of Year
Water & Wastewater Departments
The Water and Wastewater had a very productive year and stayed within
budget. Many projects and maintenance issues have been completed.
Installed six new fire hydrants
Installed twenty one meter pits
Installed two hundred water meters
Installed water and sewer at the Transfer Station.
Installed 1900 feet of 2" water main
Installed new water booster pump station at Salt Shed Road
Replaced water booster pump station at Stevens Street
Repaired 12" water main on Lovers Lane Road
Repaired water leak on Ceda Road
Repaired water leak on Mountain View Road
Repaired water service on Lovers Lane Road
Repaired sewer service on Lovers Lane Road
Repaired sewer line on Willard Street
Repaired two manhole lids on Lovers Lane Road
Installed new water service on Old Grist Mill Road
Installed new air conduit at N. Charlestown well site
Purchased and replaced all propane tanks at all sites.
Painted Bull Run, Claybrook, and N. Charlestown well houses
Painted office and laboratory at treatment plant
Six new water connections
Five new sewer connections
Completed easement work and installed trees at Old Claremont Road
station and Hammond Acres
Extended suction lines at Old Claremont Road station
Repaired and moved grit removal system at treatment plant
Produced 16,655,027 cubic feet of water or 124,579,600 gallons of water
Reclaimed, treated and put back to nature 85,351,000 gallons of
wastewater
Acquired new operating permit for the Wastewater Treatment Plant
Acquired wavers for some repetitive testing on the water systems
TTHM, HAA5
• Passed all compliance inspections and reports.
Respectfully Submitted
David P. Duquette
Superintendent Water and Wastewater
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